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TOWARDS ZERO — ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Road Safety) [12.05 pm]: Every year in Western Australia, 
around 2 800 people are involved in road crashes and sustain serious and critical injuries that will affect them for 
the rest of their lives. These serious injuries can leave people with lifelong disabilities or brain damage. Apart 
from the physical injuries, serious road crashes also cause financial and emotional stress to the victim and the 
victim’s families and friends, as well as to the entire community and the health system. Unfortunately, most road 
users underestimate the number of people seriously injured on Western Australian roads and do not have an 
understanding of the implications it can have on the community. 

To raise awareness of WA’s hidden road toll, a new road safety campaign will begin today to highlight the 
significant cost that road trauma has on the community. In 2008, of the 2 889 people injured in WA as a result of 
vehicle accidents, 1 933 were from the Perth metropolitan area, 576 from regional WA, and 380 from remote 
areas of the state. It is estimated that the number of people seriously injured on WA roads in 2008 cost the state 
approximately $1.2 billion. As a community, we should not accept road injuries as being inevitable. We all need 
to realise how our driving actions can have a serious impact on one another and the wider community. 

This government is committed to its 12-year Towards Zero road safety strategy, and has allocated $220 million 
over the next four years in targeted works through the Safer Roads and State Black Spot program to upgrade the 
state’s road network. In addition, $136 million will also be provided to local governments in 2010–11 to assist 
them to undertake important construction and maintenance works on council-managed roads. Building and 
maintaining safer roads is a key part of the Towards Zero strategy, which will play a significant role in all future 
planning, construction and maintenance of WA roads. We must all work together to ensure our entire road 
system is as safe as possible and aim to be safe drivers in safe vehicles travelling on safe roads at safe speeds. 
 


